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CHEST FILM
SEARCH PATTERN
PRELIMINARIES

. Verify patient info, date, L and R markers
. Note technique deficiencies

. Quick look at both films for obvious
abnormalities




FRONTAL SEARCH

1. LUNGS

Up and down

Side to side

Volume and Symmetry
2. PERIPHERY

Pneumothorax (air)
Effusions (fluid)




FRONTAL SEARCH

3. MEDIASTINUM
Contours
Edges
Shape
4. TRACHEA AND MAIN
BRONCHI

FRONTAL SEARCH

5. HILA

Enlargement
Abnormal bulges

6. PERIPHERY OF CHEST
Neck
Chest wall and bones
Diaphragms
Upper abdomen




LATERAL SEARCH

1.SIZE AND SHAPE
OF LUNGS AND
DIAPHRAGMS

2.AIRWAY
Neck to Hilum
Pulmonary Arteries




LATERAL SEARCH

3. Back of HEART and
DARKENING downward

4. Up ANTERIOR
MEDIASTINUM for
DARKENING

LATERAL SEARCH

5. Down SPINE for
vertebral bodies and
DARKENING
6. PERIPHERY
Abdomen
Anterior chest wall
Posterior ribs
Costophrenic angles




